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Before the impediments thus thrown in the way could be over-
come, so that the printing of the translation might be proceeded
with, the Rebellion broke out, and the publication of the Old
Testament in Irish was altogether prevented for the time by the
venerable Prelate's death, which soon followed thereon.

CHAPTER XT.

T H E IRISH REBELLION OF 1641.

The rebellion broke out on Saturday the 23rd of October, 1641,
all over Ireland, and none were more forward than the Rebels in the
county of Cavan. All the forts and other places of strength were
quickly in their hands except Keilagh and Croghan, the castles of
Sir Francis Hamilton and Sir James Craig, who were able to hold
out. The house of Bishop Bedell was at first respected, and thither,
as well as to Keilagh and Croghan Castles, the neighbouring
Protestants, English and Scotch, flocked for protection.

The plan <of the rebels to surprise the Castle of Dublin, and to
seize the arms therein stored, having been by timely information
frustrated, and two of their principal leaders taken into custody,
those in the county of Cavan thought fit to temporise. Accordingly,
having drawn up a " Remonstrance " to the Lords Justices and
Council, calculated to put a gloss upon their proceedings, in the
hope of suspending the opposition of the Government, they made

again June 15, 1638. Presented by the Crown to the Vicarage of Templeport Aug.
7,1637; and again June 15, 1638. Bishop Bedell in his letter to Archbishop Laud
dated Novr. 12, 1638, refers to the instrument of this latter presentation as having
been produced by Mr. W. Bayly. The renewed presentations by the Crown here
mentioned, were made to counteract the sentences of excommunication and privation
pronounced against Mr. Bayly by Bishop Bedell. See " Acta Ecclesiastica," in the
preceding chapter.
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application to Bishop Bedell to undertake the presentation of it, but
he fairly excused himself* on account of his age, whereby.he was
not fit to travel to Dublin with that expedition which they expected;
and also because that many of the poor English of Belturbet, who
had retired to him and depended on what security and subsistence
he could afford them, would by his absence be exposed to want
and other injuries. This, says Dr. Henry Jones, the Dean of Kil-
more, whose narrative I am quoting, " the rebels interpreted as a
put off, yet did the gravity and respect which his presence com-
manded restrain them from what some in their councell had before
propounded in case he should give out and decline that service for
them." Dean Jones himself was next in their eye, being a prisoner
with his family in their hands. He was accordingly designed and
commanded upon this employment. " I must confess, says the
Dean,f it was such as was in every respect improper for me to
undergo, but considering that I might gain the opportunity of
laying open to the Lords what I had observed of the proceedings
of the rebels in the county of Cavan, and which could not other-
wise be so safely communicated, I did accept the employment." Dr.
Jones accordingly went to Dublin accompanied by Mr. John
Waldron of Farnham, delivered " the Remonstrance," and after ten
days' stay in that city returned with an answer from the Lords
Justices and Council. " Return I must," says the Dean,—" my
wife and children remaining as hostages" in the hands of the
rebels. The Remonstrance was as follows:—

* The Beginnings and Proceedings of the Rebellion in the county of Cavan
from the 23rd of October 1641 until the 15th of June 1642. By Henry Jones, D.D.
London, August 11,1642. See also Dr. Edmund Borlace's History of the Irish
Rebellion, London, 1680, folio, p. 32; and Sir James Ware's History of Ireland.

f Op. cit. This narrative of " the Beginnings and Proceedings of the Rebellion
in the county of Cavan " is a different work from Dr. Henry Jones's deposition con-
cerning the Rebellion, dated March 3rd, 1641-2, forming Appendix IX. in Sir
Richard Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, or History of Ireland, vol. ii. p.p. 38-44. In
this deposition Dr. Jones states what he had heard of the long hatching of the
rebellion, and of the plans and intentions of the Rebels.
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" The humble Remonstrance made by the Gentry and Comonaltie
of the countie of Cavan, of their grievances comon with other pts
of this Kingdome of Ireland.*

" To the Right Honble the Lords Justices and Councell.
" Whereas wee his Maties loyall subjects of his Highness King-

dome of Ireland have of long time groaned under many grievous
pressures occasioned by the rigorous gov*ment of such placed over
us, as respected more the advancement of theire owne private
fortunes than the honour of his Matie or the welfare of us his sub-
jects, whereof wee have in part in humble maner declared ourselves
to his Highness, by the agents sent from the Parliament, the repre-
sentative body of this Kingdom: Notwithstanding which wee find
ourselves of late threatened with far greater and more grievous
vexations, either to captivating of oure Consciences, our loosing of our
lawfule Liberties, or utter expulsion from our native seates, without
any just grounds given on our parts to alter his Maties goodness soo
long continued to us; of all which wee find greate cause of feare in
the proceedings of our neighbour nations, and doe see it already
attempted upon us by certaine petitioners for the like Course to bee
taken in this Kingdom; for the effecting whereof in a compulsory
way, rumours have caused feare of invasion from other parts, to the
dissolvinge the bond of mutual agreem* which hitherto hath bin held
inviolable betweene the severall subjects of this Kingdome, and
whereby all other his Maties Dominions have been linked in one.

" For preventing therefore of such evills growinge upon us in this
Kingdome, wee have, for the preservation of his Maties honor, and
our own liberties, thought fitt to take into oure hands for his High-
ness Use and Service, such forts and other places of strength, as,
comeing into the possession of others, might proove disadvantageous
and tend to the utter undoing of the Kingdome. And wee doe
hereby declare, that herein we harboure not the least thought of

* Paper in the Public Record Office, endorsed :
" 6 No. 1641.

Coppie of the Remonstrance of the Rebells in the county of CaTan."
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disloyalty towards his Matie, or purpose any hurt to any his High-
ness subjects in theire profession, goods, or libertie, only wee>
humbly desire that your Lo'pps will bee pleased to make Remon-
strance to his Matle for us, of all our grievances and just feares, that
they may bee removed, and such a course setled by the advise of
the Parliament of Ireland, whereby the liberties of oure consciences-
may bee secured unto us, and wee eased of our other burthens in
civill government.

" As for the mischiefes and inconveniences that have already
happened through the disorder of the corfton sort of people against
the English inhabitants or any other person, wee, with the Noble-
men and Gentlemen of this and each other several countie of this
kingdome, are most willing and reddy to use our and theire best
endeavours in causing restitution and satisfaction to bee made, as in
pt. wee have already don.

" An answere hereunto is most humbly desired w'th such present
expedition as may by youre Lopps. bee thought most convenient for
avoidinge the continuance of the barbaritie and uncivilitie of the
coihonalty who have comitted many outrages and insolences-
without any order, consenting or privitie of ours. All which wee-
most humbly leave to your Lopp's most grave Wisdomes.

" And wee shall pray, &c.
(Signed)—1' Phillip Rely,—Mullmor O'Reilly,—Edmond

Relly,—Hugh Relly,—Owen Relly,—Hugh Reilly,
- Phi. Relly—Ed. Reilly,—Torlagh Relly."

This Remonstrance was presented to the Lords Justices and
Council on the 6th of November, 1641; and the following is the
Preamble and substance of their reply to it, dated the 10th of
November 1641:—

" By the Lords Justices and Councell.*

" Wm, Parsons, Jo. Borlase.
* Paper in the Public Record Office, endorsed:—

" N o v . 10, 1641.
Coppie of the answer to the Remonstrance of the Rebells in the county of Cavan."
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" Henry Jones, Deane of Killmore, and John Waldrom, of
Farnan, in the countie of Cavan, Gent, attended us the Lords
Justices and Councell at this Board, and presented unto us a
writinge stiled: ' The humble Remonstrance made by the Gentry and
Comonaltie of the County of Cavan of their grievances comon with
other pts. of this Kingdome of Ireland,' and signed by (here follow
the names above given).

" Upon consideration whereof and of other intelligence we had
from those parts before the said Jones and Waldrom came hither,
we observe : "

Here follow the observations which were, in substance, that the
subscribers to the Eemonstrance had without authority presumed
to make use of His Majesty's name, and that they had no right to
speak in the name of all the gentry and commonalty of the county
of Cavan or other county, and that there were no grounds for their
alleged fears. They were also reminded of the illegality of taking
into their own hands forts and other strong places without the
King's authority.

The Lords Justices and Council, however, added that, as the
Remonstrants had not participated in the cruel outrages per-
petrated against the English, their Remonstrance would be for-
warded with a favourable representation of their case to the King,
provided they (the Remonstrants) would lay down their arms, make
restitution to those who had been despoiled, and return home.

This reply is signed:—
" Lancelot Dublin,*—Ormond,—Ossory,—R. Dillon,—Cha.

Lambert,—Ad. Loftus,—Jo. Temple,—Cha. Coote,
—Rob. Merydith."

The names of the Lords Justices, " Wm. Parsons, and Jo. Borlase,"
are at the top.

Dean Jones in his Narrative f expresses his belief that the rebels
did not expect or even wish any other answer; their Remonstrance

* Dr. Bulkeley, Archbishop of Dublin.
f Ut supra. See also Sir James Ware's History of Ireland; and Dr. Edmund

Borlace's History of the Irish Rebellion. London, 1680, fol. p. 32, ut supra.
CAMD. SOC. 2 B
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being tendered rather to win upon the people (whose cause they
pleaded) than to give any reasonable account or satisfaction to the
Lords concerning their proceedings. In fact during the presen-
tation of this Eemonstrance the rebels were mustering their forces—all
men from sixteen to sixty years of age—to meet at Virginia the
Monday following, notwithstanding they had empowered the Dean
of Kilmore to assure the Lords Justices that there would be a
cessation of all proceedings until the return of their Lordships'
answer. Afterwards, says Dr. Jones, as many cruelties and out-
rages were committed in the county of Cavan as elsewhere.

Mr. Clogie's account of this transaction,* in which he is followed,
of course, by Bishop Burnet, and other biographers of Bishop
Bedell, is of the most unfounded character, inasmuch as the Bishop
is represented as having written the Eemonstrance for the Eebels,
and sent it by a special messenger of their own, a chief rebel, to
the Lords Justices.f Whereas we have seen from the narrative of
Dr. Jones, the Dean of Kilmore, that Bishop Bedell refused to have
any share whatever in the transaction, and certainly, in its style, the
Eemonstrance is very unlike the writing of Bedell. Mr. Clogie,
after his blundering and inaccurate fashion, appears to apply to this
Remonstrance of the Rebels the part which Bishop Bedell took in
revising and remodelling the Petition of the Protestants of Cavan,
which was presented to the Lords Justices some eight or nine years
before. (See text, pp. 49-51.)

There is, in the British Museum, a book, 8vo. pp. 162, printed
in London in 1747, but without a publisher's name, entitled " A
brief Account from the most Authentic Protestant Writers of the
Causes, Motives, and Mischiefs, of the Irish Rebellion, on the 23rd
Day of October, 1641, Delivered in a Dialogue between a Dissenter
and a Member of the Church of Ireland, as by Law Established.
Together with an Appendix." Appendix No. 1 is " A Eemon-
strance of the Gentry and Commonalty of the County of Cavan,

* Memoir, &c. p. 184.
•f Possibly a chief rebel may have accompanied Dr. Jones and Mr. Waldron as

an ewort, but no swh person appears on record, or is even hinted at by Dean Jones.
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Written by Bishop Bedell in 1641,"* and a quotation from Bishop
Burnet's Life of Bishop Bedell is given as the authority for attri-
buting the authorship of the document to Bishop Bedell. Under
the guise of candour, " the Churchman" labours to make it appear
that in the Rebellion of 1641 the Irish were the lambs and the
English the wolves ; whilst Bishop Bedell, thanks to Mr. Clogieand
Bishop Burnet, is set before us as a witness in support of " the
Churchman's " argument! On this I will make no comment, but
beg here only to observe that one cherished object of the labour I
have bestowed in editing this life of Bishop Bedell has been to
rescue his memory from such indiscreet and uninformed friends as
Mr. Alexander Clogie and Bishop Burnet.

About this time Dr. Swiney, the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Kilmore, wrote to Bishop Bedell, offering to take up his residence
with him in the Episcopal house, and so be a means of protection
to him. This offer Bedell received in good part, but declined ac-
cepting it.f

In the midst of the violence which prevailed, Bishop Bedell, like
the true shepherd, fled not when the wolf came down on the fold,
but stood at his post, doing what he could to protect his flock. But
at last the Rebels peremptorily commanded him to send the Pro-
testant refugees away from his house, and to betake himself and
family to Dublin, and, on his refusal, they, on the 18th of December,
seized him and his sons and step-son-in-law, and sent them prisoners
to Loughoughter $ Castle, which they had taken possession of.

The Roman Catholic Bishop now took up his residence in the

* In the Catalogue of the British Museum Reading Room this work is entered
under different heads: 1°, Bedell (William), Bishop of Kilmore and Ardagh. A
Remonstrance of the Gentry and Commonalty of the County Cavan. 2°, Dissenter,
&c. 3°, " Irish Nation, &c." 4°, James Howell, on the Irish Rebellion of 1641.

t See Clogie's Memoir, p. 188, for Bishop Bedell's letter in reply to Dr. Swiney,,
dated Novr. 11,1641.

$ In English, Tipper Lake.
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Episcopal house, and, in the course of the rifling that ensued, Bishop
Bedell's library was destroyed, dispersed, or lost, as described in the
text, p. 77, with the exception of his MS. Hebrew Bible, now in
the Library of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and also the MS. of
the Irish Translation of the Old Testament, both of which were
saved by the care of Mr. Denis Sheridan.

How the other Bishops of the Establishment in Ireland fared in
the Rebellion may, in conclusion of this chapter, be briefly glanced
at.* Some did not escape personal ill-treatment, and almost all
suffered loss of property.

Province of Munster.—Archbishop Hamilton of Cashel, Bishop
Adair of Waterford and Lismore, Bishop Chapell of Cork and Ross,
and Bishop Synge of Cloyne, quitted Ireland. Bishop Webb of
Limerick died of dysentery, a prisoner in the hands of the rebels.
Bishop Fulwer of Ardfert survived to be made Archbishop of
Cashel at the Restoration. Bishop Jones of Killaloe remained safe
in Dublin, where he departed this life at the advanced age of 104.

Province of Connaught.— Archbishop Boyle of Tuam,and Bishop
John Maxwell of Killala, afterwards Archbishop of Tuam, found
refuge in Galway, the latter after being nearly killed. Bishop
Tilson of Elphin, and Bishop Dawson of Clonfert and Kilmacduagh,
quitted Ireland.

Province of Leinster.—Archbishop Bulkeley of Dublin remained
safe in Dublin city, and died in 1650 at the age of 82. Bishop
Ussher of Kildare, Bishop Williams of Ossory, and Bishop Andrews
of Ferns and Leighlin quitted Ireland; but Bishop Williams returned
to his See after the Restoration. Bishop Sibthorp of Kilfenora
survived the rebellion to be translated to Limerick.

Province of Ulster.—Archbishop Ussher of Armagh was in Eng-
land when the rebellion broke out, and remained there. Bishop
Bramhall of Derry quitted Ireland, but returned at the Restoration

* Cotton's Fasti and Sir James Ware's History of Ireland, ut supra.
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and was made Primate. Bishop Lesley of Eaphoe also survived to
be translated to Clogher. Bishop Richardson of Ardagh was in
England when the rebellion broke out, and did not return to Ire-
land. Bishop Leslie of Down and Connor passed unhurt through
the rebellion, and was afterwards translated to Meath in 1660.
Bishop Buckworth of Dromore, and Bishop Spottiswoode of Clogher,
quitted Ireland. Bishop Martin of Meath, after the rebellion, was
Provost of Trinity College, Dublin.

CHAPTER XII.

LAST ILLNESS AND D E A T H .

Bishop Bedell with his two sons and his step-son-in-law, Mr.
Clogie, was detained in Loughoughter Castle from the 18th of
December until the 7th of January, when they were liberated under
the circumstances and conditions mentioned in the text. The
Bishop's own residence being now usurped by the Roman Catholic
Bishop, he took up his abode in the house of Mr. Denis Sheridan at
Drum Corr, in the parish of Kilmore, and within a mile of the
Church. Here the Bishop's sons' wives had remained during the
imprisonment of their husbands. How kindly and affectionately
Bishop Bedell was received and waited on in Denis Sheridan's
house is related in the text.

On Sundays the 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th of January, the Bishop
preached to his family. On Monday the 31st of January, he was
taken ill; on Tuesday the 1st of February, fever declared itself, and
on the 7th he died.*

From the description, as given in the text, of the illness which
carried off Bishop Bedell, it is to be inferred that it was malignant
typhus fever. This with other forms of pestilence prevailed in Ire-

* Clogie's Memoir, pp. 217-225.


